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Iran seeking to build a bomb; and then
you have China threatening to invade a
neighbor in Taiwan. So we need to pass
that Defense authorization bill.

The Federal Aviation Administration
needs to be reauthorized by the end of
September; hopefully, addressing some
of the near misses we have seen in
some of the air traffic recently. My
friend Senator CRUZ from Texas is
leading these efforts on our side of the
aisle.

We also need to reauthorize the tools
that we need—namely, section 702 of
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act—to know what our enemies are
doing, to prepare for those, and to de-
ploy countermeasures.

We need to take action to address the
humanitarian and security crisis at the
southern border, to bring down drug
prices for consumers, and to unleash
the power of American energy.

We have seen what happened when
Europe was dependent almost entirely
on Russian oil and gas and then when
Putin weaponized that dependency,
what that meant to the countries of
Europe as they scrambled for alter-
native sources of energy. The United
States, as an energy producer, is part
of the answer to that energy security
problem, but we can’t solve that prob-
lem, we can’t continue to provide good,
well-paying jobs for people who work in
that industry, unless the government
is willing to get out of the way and
take its boot off the neck of the pro-
ducers.

There is a lot of work that needs to
be done, and I know the Presiding Offi-
cer wants to be part of that solution.
We need more people in this Chamber,
in this city, in this country who want
to be part of solving these problems,
but we can’t do it until the majority
leader who controls the Senate is will-
ing to put bills on the floor that actu-
ally address the priorities and concerns
of the people we represent. I hope he
will give us that chance.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOKER). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar
No. 25, S. 316, a bill to repeal the authoriza-
tions for use of military force against Iraq.
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Charles E. Schumer, Robert Menendez,
Tim Kaine, Tina Smith, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Tammy Baldwin, Patty
Murray, Michael F. Bennet, Elizabeth
Warren, Tammy Duckworth, Robert P.
Casey, Jr., Christopher Murphy, Cath-
erine Cortez Masto, Jack Reed, Brian
Schatz.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum call
for the cloture motion filed today,
March 23, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that if cloture is
invoked on S. 316 on Monday March 27,
it be in order to consider the following
amendments: Sullivan, No. 33; R.
Scott, No. 13; Ricketts, No. 30; Cruz,
No. 9; Hawley, No. 40; and Johnson, No.
11; that, if offered, the Senate vote in
relation to the amendments at a time
to be determined by the majority lead-
er following consultation with the Re-
publican leader on Tuesday, March 28,
and that 60 affirmative votes be re-
quired for the adoption of these amend-
ments, without intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. So, Mr. President,
before I finish the rest of the business,
I just want to explain to everyone what
happened.

A few moments ago, we entered into
an agreement that puts the Senate on
a path to repeal the Iraq AUMFs by
early next week. By filing cloture
today, we set up a vote for this coming
Monday. If cloture is invoked, we will
hold votes on additional amendments
before final passage.

This has been a good process here on
the floor. I was asked by several of my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
to have a reasonable amendment proc-
ess and then we could move the bill for-
ward. I think we did, on a vote that got
70 Republican votes—or 70 total votes,
or close to 70, on cloture last week. We
have 11 amendments, and I think just
about every Republican amendment
that was asked for as of today was ac-
commodated.

So this is a good thing, and I hope it
can be a model for the future. We in
the majority will allow amendments.
Sometimes those votes are tough to
take, but at the same time, the minor-
ity will not just be dilatory and allow
us to move forward. That is what hap-
pened this week on AUMF, and I hope
it portends good things to come as we
work together to make this country an
even better country.

Now back to other business.

MORNING BUSINESS

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)
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VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for rollcall vote No.
67, on the Lee amendment No. 22, to
provide for the termination of author-
izations for use of military force after
2 years. Had I been present for the
vote, I would have voted nay.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 68, on the Rubio amendment
No. 4, to require a certification. Had I
been present for the vote, I would have
voted nay.

I was necessarily absent for rollcall
vote No. 69, on the Risch amendment
No. 43, to provide for a delayed, condi-
tional repeal of the Authorization for
Use of Military Force Against Iraq Res-
olution of 2002. Had I been present for
the vote, I would have voted nay.e

———————

REMEMBERING RABBI MENACHEM
M. SCHNEERSON

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize the life and leadership of
Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, a
global spiritual leader known univer-
sally as the Rebbe, and head of the
Chabad-Lubavitch movement.

The Rebbe was born in 1902 and lived
through the darkest periods of history,
escaping the evils of Russian com-
munism and the horrors of Nazi Ger-
many. In 1941, the Rebbe and his wife
Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka arrived safely
on the shores of the United States,
where he worked tirelessly to resusci-
tate, rebuild, and guide world Jewry
after the holocaust.

The Rebbe exemplified an ideal and
value we need today: to give of our-
selves selflessly for the betterment of
those around us. The Rebbe urged us
all to become ambassadors for goodness
and kindness and explained that edu-
cation must not be limited to the aca-
demics necessary for making a good
living, but rather focus on the ethics,
morals, and values that serve as the
bedrock of civilization.

One result of the Rebbe’s leadership
is the Chabad-Lubavitch movement
which, by following his teachings and
example, became the world’s largest
Jewish educational organization.
Today, there are more than 3,500 per-
manent Chabad-Lubavitch centers pro-
viding educational, religious, and hu-
manitarian programming in all 50
States, including in my home State of
South Dakota, and in 109 countries.
The Rebbe’s teachings and scholarship
are published in more than 400 volumes
and are translated in dozens of lan-
guages.

The Rebbe recognized America’s
unique role as a force for good and had
meaningful relationships with several
of our Nation’s leaders, who saw him as
the moral guide of so many. For the
Rebbe, America was a beacon of light
of historic proportions to be utilized in
influencing the moral betterment of all
humanity, and he often pointed to the
words ‘“‘In God We Trust’ enshrined on
our currency as a defining element of
the great American story.
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